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DETAILED ACTION 
Information Disclosure Statement 

1 . The information disclosure statement (IDS) filed 7/2/01 , 7/1 0/01 , 8/28/01 , 
9/1 1/02, 1 1/12/02 and 2/10/03 have been considered by the examiner as 
indicated by the attachments. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 
122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or 
(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before 
the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under 
the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an 
application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1, 2, 5, 7, and 9-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Patent 6,018,768 to Ullman. 

Regarding claim 1, Ullman discloses an enhanced broadcasting system 
for presenting audio or video broadcasts and related enhancements (figure 4), 
the system comprising: 

a receiver for receiving an audio and video broadcast signal (column 9, 
lines 11-13); 
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a first display unit 114, connected to the receiver, for displaying content of 
the audio and video broadcast signal (column 9, lines 5-8); 

a computer 16 configured for receiving a code fragment correlated to the 
content of the audio and video broadcast signal (column 6, lines 56-65) ; 

the computer executing software (software 106 and Java enabled browser 
98) for interpreting the code fragment and correlating the code fragment to the 
audio and video broadcast signal with respect to time (column 7, lines 35-53). 

a second display unit 18 (figure 1), connected to the computer for 
displaying the interpreted code fragment (column 7, lines 46-53). 

Regarding claim 2, Ullman discloses that the webpages are time stamped 
for display (column 8, lines 22-27). Ullman inherently utilizes an application clock 
on the computer, which is synchronized to a house clock, because the clocks 
must be synchronized in order to properly display the time stamped webpages. 

Regarding claim 5, Ullman discloses that the code fragment is delivered 
via Internet 20 (column 7, lines 45-53). 

Regarding claim 7, Ullman discloses an enhancement for the content of 
an audio and video broadcast, the enhancement comprising: 

a code fragment containing information related to the content of the audio 
and video broadcast and a time stamp such that rendering of the code fragment 
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is chronologically synchronized to receipt of the broadcast (column 7, lines 34- 
53, column 8, lines 22-27). 

Regarding claim 9, Ullman discloses a method for providing enhanced 
television broadcasting, the method comprising: 

selecting a common time for a synchronized presentation of an audio and 
video signal and a related enhancement (column 6, lines 7-49); 

broadcasting the audio and video signal for receipt by a broadcast 
receiver (column 9, lines 7-1 3); 

sending the enhancement from a computer server over a network for 
receipt by a client computer (column 9, lines 7-16; 

displaying the audio and video signal on a first display screen 1 14 at the 
common time (column 9, lines 5-21); 

interpreting the enhancement (column 9, lines 17-1 8); and 

displaying the interpreted enhancement on a second display screen 18 at 
the common time (column 9, lines 5-21 ). 

Regarding claims 10 and 11, Ullman discloses that the enhancement is a 
code fragment, which includes a timestamp (column 6, lines 37-49). 

Regarding claim 12, Ullman discloses a first display unit 1 14, connected to 
the receiver, for displaying content of the audio and video broadcast signal 
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(column 9 T lines 5-8), a second display unit 18 (figure 1), connected to the 
computer. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

3. Claims 4, 6, and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over U.S. Patent 6,018,768 to Ullman. 

Regarding claims 4 and 8, Ullman discloses the use of a Java enabled 
browser 98 (column 7, lines 44-53). 

Ullman does not disclose the use of JavaScript. 

The examiner takes official notice that utilizing JavaScript applets are 
notoriously well known in the art. JavaScript is used to create interactive 
webpages and interacts with HTML source code, enabling Web authors to spice 
up their sites with dynamic content. 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time 
of invention to modify Ullman to utilize JavaScript to create more interactive and 
atheistically pleasing web content. 
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Regarding claim 6, Ullman discloses that the communications network is 
the Internet 20 (column 7, lines 37-41) 

4. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
U.S. Patent 6,018,768 to Ullman in view of U.S. Patent 6,173,317 to Chaddha. 

Regarding claim 3, Ullman discloses the use of a JAVA enabled browser 
98 (column 7, lines 44-53). 

Ullman does not disclose that the software application is an applet. 

Chaddha discloses a system in which supplemental content synchronized 
to a video stream and includes applets that enhance the content (figures 6, 8a, 
9, column 7, line 60-column 8, line 13). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time 
of invention to modify Ullman to utilize the applets of Chaddha, thus enabling a 
content author to further customize transmitted web data via applets. 

5. Claims 13-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over U.S. Patent 6,018,768 to Ullman in view of U.S. Patent 6,340,159 to 
Giangrante. 

Regarding claim 13, Ullman discloses receiving an input from the user of 
client computer and utilizing software to analyze it (column 8, 33-40). 

Ullman fails to disclose assigning points to the user according to their 
analyzed input such that the user accumulates an earned score. 
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Giangrante discloses an interactive game show, in which user may play 
the game at home on a PC (column 6, lines 29-38, column 9, lines 1-20) while 
simultaneously receiving the game show on their TV, users attempt to answer 
clues, their inputs are then analyzed (column 9, lines 7-15), and they accumulate 
a score (column 7, lines 10-64). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time 
of invention to modify Ullman to enable a user to play a game by assigning points 
by analyzing user inputs and accumulating a score, as taught by Giangrante, 
thus increasing viewer ship by enabling viewers to interact with the game that 
they have a stake in. 

Regarding claim 14, the combination of Ullman and Giangrante discloses 
a video game synced with a TV broadcast in which a user may earn points. 

Ullman and Giangrante do not disclose delivering to a particular user 
earned scores of each of a plurality of users, organizing the delivered scores 
according to their values and .displaying the organized earned scores by a 
particular user. 

The examiner takes official notice that delivering scores ranked by value 
for display to a user is notoriously well known in the art. Displaying ranked scores 
to a user allows a user to easily tell who is winning and loosing a game. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time 
of invention to modify the combination of Ullman and Giangrante to deliver to a 
particular user ranked scores of a plurality of users for display, thus enabling the 
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user to readily recognize their own progress in the game and compare it to the 
scores of others. 

Regarding claim 15, Ullman and Giangrante disclose a video game 
synced with a TV broadcast in which a user may earn points. 

Ullman and Giangrante do not disclose enabling a user to select a plurality 
of users and displaying their scores. 

The examiner takes official notice that enabling a user to select a group of 
users and having their scores displayed is notoriously well known in the art. For 
example, the Gamespy software client 

( http://www.gamespy3d.com/usinq/smart.shtml ) displays a number of ongoing 
games, a user may view a list of games, and select a game, the player ID's and 
their scores are then displayed to the requesting user, enabling a user to choose 
a server. 

Regarding claim 16, Ullman and Giangrante disclose a video game 
synced with a TV broadcast in which a user may earn points. 

Ullman and Giangrante do not disclose delivering a plurality of scores to a 
user in response to the user joining a group. 

The examiner takes official notice that delivering the scores of other 
players to a newly joined player is notoriously well known in the art. For example, 
in the networked online game "Quake" a user may join a game in progress at any 
time, upon joining scores and XYZ coordinates of the other players are delivered 
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to a user, and a user may then press a key in order to display the scores of other 
players at a time of their choosing ( http://www.neoreality.com/crew/stuff/piC: 
action-quake2.htm ). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time 
of invention to modify the combination of Ullman and Giangrante to deliver to a 
particular user ranked scores of a plurality of users upon joining, thus enabling 
the user to readily recognize their own progress in the game and compare it to 
the scores of others. 

Regarding claims 17-20, Ullman and Giangrante disclose a video game 
synced with a TV broadcast in which a user may earn points. 

Ullman and Giangrante do not disclose the use of a group name and 
password, which are stored on a server, and may be provided to a server by a 
requesting user who wants access to a game, and then providing the scores to 
the requesting user in a ranked fashion. 

The examiner takes official notice that utilizing a login and password for 
access to an online game, and then transmitting ranked scores to a user is 
notoriously well known in the art (for example, Microsoft's http://www.zone.com). 
Utilizing login information and passwords enables games to be restricted to a 
selected group of users, thus preventing unwanted users from playing a game, 
and transmitting ranked scores on a leaderboard 

( http://www.neorealitv.com/crew/stuff/Dic-action-quake2.htm ) enables a user to 
easily compare their own scores to the scores of others. 
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Therefore it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time 
of invention to modify the combination of Ullman and Giangrante, to utilize a 
group name and password which is stored on a server, comparing them to group 
name and password information provided by a user desiring to join a game, and 
if they match then enabling a user to join the game and transmitting ranked 
stores, thus preventing unwanted users from playing a game, and transmitting 
ranked scores on a leaderboard enables a user to easily compare their own 
scores to the scores of others. 



Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

U.S. Patent 5,586,937 to Menashe: Interactive Computerized Gaming 
System with Remote terminals. 

U.S. Patent 6,443,840 to Kohorn: Generation of Enlarged Participatory 
Broadcast Audience. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Hunter B. Lonsberry whose telephone 
number is 703-305-3234. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday- 
Friday during normal business hours. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Christopher Grant can be reached on 703-305-4755. The 
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fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 



HBL 




CHRIS GRANT 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



